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School Bus Safety Tips

For Students and Parents

The Bus Stop
Tips

e Arrive atthe busstop five minutes prior to bus arrival.

e Waitat least 10 feet from the roadway if possible.

e There should be no horseplay, running, or pushing at the bus stop.

e Lookfor andremoveany strings or other hanging items from jackets or backpacks, as they could
be caughtin the bus door.

e Neverattemptto pick up anything dropped near the wheels, underthe bus, or in front of the
bus. Tell the driver, and they will help you.You don't want the driver to lose sight of youin the
dangerzone. Have everythingyou carry in a backpack or bag, so you will not drop things along
theway.

Loading and Unloading

The Danger Zone
e Thedangerzoneis the 10-foot area on all sides of the
bus where children are in the most danger of being WF::tI Mest Dangeraus
hit, either by anothervehicle or their own bus. When
explaining this to younger children, you may want to
say “five big steps” instead of“10 feet” to help them
understand the dangerzone area. Make sure your

THE DANGER ZONES

Walking Area

driver can see you at all times.Remember: “I see the &
driver, thedriver sees me." {m E
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e Followtheprocedureyourdriver hastaughtyou. E §
Wait for your driver's signal, and look both i
directionsto ensure all traffichascometoa b FMI siak] Degerous

complete stop beforeyou enter theroadway.
Students should not be looking at phones or listening
to music but should be ready to place their full attention onloading safely. Walk 10 stepsin front
of the bus (away from the front bumper) before turningto cross the road: Never cross between
or behind buses.

e Ifyouare late, neverrun after thebus to try to catchit or get thedriver to stop. This putsyouin
the danger zone with the bus moving.
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If thedriver honksthe horn, it's to alert you of danger. Stop and look for danger. Then, look to

thedriver for furtherdirections.

Riding the Bus
Be respectful

Greet each other

Follow adult directions

Keep hands, feet, and thingsto self
Clean up afteryourself

Use an appropriate voice

Quiet conversation voice

Kind words

School-appropriate language
No talking at railroad track stops

Stay safe

Find your seat quickly, and stay seated while the bus is moving

Sit safely (i.e., seat onthe seat, back onthe back, feet on or toward thefloor)

Keep the aisle clear

Keep everything - including hands, head, and trash - inside the bus (not out the windows)

Parents

Tips

Use the information in this handout to train your child to safely ride the bus. Younger children
may need you or another responsible person to monitorthem untilthey are mature enough to
handle the responsibility of waiting at the bus stop and loading and unloading safely. Children
will need re-teaching and reminding. It may save their life.

Behavior problems can distract the driver and thus cause unsafe, distracted driving. The driver
may be the only adult on the bus, andit’s important they are able to concentrate on driving for
the safety of all students.

Forthe safety of all students and per Tennessee state law, driversare trained to ensure that no
unauthorized persons enterthe school bus. If you have a non-emergency concern, callthe
transportation supervisor or school, rather than tryingto discuss it with the driver at the bus
stop.

If you have a comment or concern about any school bus in Tennessee, use the phone number
onthe rear bumperto alert the supervisor. If it's an emergency situation, dial 9-1-1.
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