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Why	A:end	College?	

Source:	h:p://www.bls.gov/emp/ep_chart_001.htm	



Why	A:end	Now?	



Where	Do	I	A:end?	
What	Makes	the	Fit	Just	Right?	

•  TradiOon	is	only	part	of	the	equaOon.	
•  Where	my	friends	are	going,	not	always	the	
best	indicator,	in	college	you	make	friends	for	
life.		What	type	of	friends	will	I	make?	

•  LocaOon	is	always	an	important	factor:	too	far	
away	or	too	close	to	home	syndrome.	

•  Be:er	reasons	



Cost	

Source:	h:p://www.dailyfinance.com/on/college-costs-tuiOon-rising-student-debt-infographic/	



Cost	

Source:	h:p://www.dailyfinance.com/on/college-costs-tuiOon-rising-student-debt-infographic/	



Major	Program	of	Study	

Source:	h:p://educaOon.yahoo.net/arOcles/best_degrees_for_opportuniOes.htm	



Source:	h:ps://www.purdue.edu/usda/employment	



Extra	Curricular	AcOviOes	

•  Academic	success	oXen	combines	both	
curricular	and	extra	curricular	acOviOes.	

•  Are	there	extra	curricular	acOviOes	which	peak	
the	interest	of	you.	

•  What	is	the	parOcipaOon	rate	for	extra	
curricular	acOviOes	on	campus.	



Academic	Support	System	

•  What	measures	are	taken	to	alert	students	to	
academic	problems?	

•  Is	there	an	easily	idenOfied	Support	Center?	
•  What	is	the	retenOon	rates	from	year	to	year?	
•  Are	faculty	acOvely	engaged	with	student	
success?	



Crime	Rate:	Is	the	Campus	Safe?	

•  Check	the	Crime	rate	staOsOcs	
•  Check	safety	at	dorms:	extra	precauOons	
•  Look	around,	does	the	campus	seem	safe	



GraduaOon	Rate:		
How	Many	Complete	in	Four	Years?	

•  All	public	insOtuOons	are	a:empOng	to	
increase	graduaOon	rates.	

•  What	is	the	rate	at	the	4	and	6	year	interval.	
•  Steady	progress	builds	academic	confidence	
and	saves	dollars.	



Placement	Rate:	
In	Jobs	for	Which	You	Prepare	

•  Are	there	co-ops	or	special	partnerships	with	
certain	industries?	

•  Is	there	a	dedicated	Placement	Office	on	
campus?		Visit	it.	



Student	Friendly	Environment	

•  Make	an	announced	visit	and	observe	on	an	
official	preview	day.	

•  Make	an	unannounced	visit.	
•  Ask	other	students,	especially	those	you	
know.	



Scholarship	Support	

•  Some	scholarships	are	set	such	as	the	lo:ery	
scholarship.	

•  Tennessee	Promise	and	TELS	
•  Some	scholarships	are	negoOable,	especially	
with	private	universiOes.	

•  Are	scholarships	indexed	or	fixed?	
•  Make	sure	you	meet	all	deadlines	for	
preferred	consideraOon.	



Housing	

•  Dorms	of	the	60s	or	2010s.	
•  Cost		
•  Safety	precauOons	
•  VisitaOon		
•  Review	non	university	housing	opportuniOes	
as	well	as	university	sponsored.	

•  How	is	the	learning	environment?	



Visit	OXen:	Have	OpOons	

• Make	numerous	visits	to	a	campus	to	observe
• Meet	with	a	faculty	/	departmental	advisor	or
dept.	chair.

• Never	make	snap	decisions
• Apply	at	numerous	insOtuOons,	the	cost	of	an
admission	fee	is	expendable.


